


Week Six: (Romans 3:21-31)

Key Verses

“For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. They are
justified freely by his grace through the redemption that is in
Christ Jesus.” - Romans 3:23-24 (CSB)

Key Principles

e The righteousness of God does not come to us by “the
works of the law” (Romans 3:20).

e The righteousness of God comes upon us because of
what Christ did on the cross.

e We can only receive this gift of righteousness by faith.

e Because God set it up this way, we get unity and
righteousness, God gets all the glory, and his

righteousness is on display in the story of our lives.



Read

Romans 3:1-20, our study passage for Week Five, brings a great conclusion to
the larger argument Paul has been making in 1:18-3:20. Here, beginning in
3:21-31, we are finally going to see how Christ’s work on the cross solves the
problem of humankind’s unrighteousness. This provides us with the answer to
the question that hangs over this section of Romans—How can a righteous

God save unrighteous sinners?

Remember, as we discussed in Week Two, righteousness can be defined as the
extent to which one is morally right or virtuous. Romans 3:21-23 serves to
summarize what Paul has said earlier in Romans. We cannot create our own
righteousness, and doing works of the law cannot make us righteous, so we
need a righteousness to come in some other form. This righteousness will come
by faith. We'll read in Romans 4 that God had been declaring sinners, like
Abraham, righteous in his sight because of their faith. This righteousness-
by-faith all happened before the law came into existence, since the law came
through Moses, and Moses arrived centuries after Abraham. What does this
prove? Righteousness comes to us from something outside of ourselves and
something other than the law. God has graciously provided the righteousness
humankind needed all along and it is gained only by faith in the work of

Christ.

Romans 3:24-26 declares the glorious redemption that Christ brings us. God’s
righteousness comes to us as a gift. But make no mistake, it is a costly gift.
For a righteous God to declare us righteous, he had to deal with our sinfulness

somehow. Think for just a moment of all of the unrighteousness and sin that



has existed in your life—and then imagine what it would take to right every
single one of those wrongs. God, being rich in mercy, sent his Son to be a
sacrifice for our sins. Through his great love, he paid for it all, and not just your
sins, but the sins of the entire world. By his blood, Jesus died for our sins and
redeemed us from being under judgment. This is the essence of what is meant
by the words “atoning sacrifice” or “propitiation” in verse 25—our sins have
been removed and our guilt has been dealt with through the self-sacrifice of
Jesus. The atoning sacrifice of God’s own Son is the only way a righteous God
can be in relationship with unrighteous humankind. More than that, God’s plans
revealed in Christ (3:24) are actually a demonstration of God’s righteousness
(3:25-26). By punishing Christ for all sin, God shows his righteousness and

can also now declare us righteous by faith.

Romans 3:27-31 explains that our only part in receiving this gift is to have faith
in Christ’s finished work of redemption. Thus, faith becomes our way to enter
into God’s righteousness, showing God’s brilliance and great character. We have
to be saved by faith, and not by works, because we do not have the capability
of righteousness in our actions. We have to be saved by faith in Jesus Christ,
so that God can receive all the glory for this wonderful salvation. It is through
faith in Jesus Christ that Jews and Gentiles alike can be united equally through
the same salvation, entering into one righteousness. Because God set it up this
way, we get unity and righteousness, God gets all the glory, and his

righteousness is on display in the story of our lives.

This week, as you wrestle with the text, look for moments to praise God for the
redemption he’s provided through the gift of righteousness. As you reread the
text, answer questions, and pray through a psalm, ask the Lord to open your

eyes to how profound this gift truly is and to let it take root deep in your heart.



Study Guide

The following study questions are meant to help us wrestle with the text of
Romans and see how the gospel displays God’s righteousness. Set aside some
time this week to meet with God and answer these questions for yourself.
Complete each question before your weekly small group meeting. Then, when

you gather with your small group, be prepared to discuss your answers together.

Read Romans 1:16—-17 to remain focused on Paul’s major points. Then, read

Romans 3:21- 31 in preparation for this week'’s study.



H

1.Summarize Romans up to this point by giving titles to the main sections we
have looked at in our study. Write your summary statements next to each

passage:

e Romans 1:1:1-17:
e Romans 1:18-32:
e Romans 2:1-16:
e Romans 2:17-29:
e Romans 3:1-20:

When you meet with your small group, share your summary statements and

discuss the differ- ent nuances and ideas as a group.

2. How often is righteousness mentioned in Romans 3:21-31? What are the

things that put righteousness on display according to this passage?

3. How do the first two words of Romans 3:21, “but now,” tie everything that
has come before in Romans with what Paul is about to say in Romans 3:21-
317?

4. How does Romans 3:21-31 say people can obtain righteousness from God?
Why do we need it?



5. Paraphrase this passage in your own words. What themes are common in the

responses of your small group?

6. Think back to Week One when we asked you to write a phrase or sentence to
summarize the theme of Romans. What do you think the theme is now? Look

back to your answer and compare it with your answer now.



1)

2)

3)

4)




5)

6)




7.Do all of Paul's uses of the term “righteousness of God” refer to the same

thing? How might it be different in Romans 3:22?

8. How is Christ’s sacrificial death an appropriate solution to the problems and

questions Paul has been raising up to this point?

9. Romans 3:22 says that there is no difference or distinction among those who
believe in God. List as many ways as possible that Romans 3:21-31 illustrates

that there is no difference be- tween people.



10. What everyday implications does Romans 3:24 have on our lives?



7)

8)

9)




10)




A

11.In Chapters 1 and 2, some Jews are described as trying to uphold the law,
but doing so can- not produce righteousness. At the end of Romans 3:31,
Paul says that “we uphold the law.” What has changed to make this a

possibility for people who join Jesus’s church?

12. Romans 1-3 teaches that we cannot find lasting significance on our own
apart from Christ. Where are you tempted to find your identity or

significance apart from Christ?

Hint: Where are you tempted to feel pride or boast in something
other than Jesus?

13. How does believing the gospel humble us and enable us to be honest
about ourselves?



14. Consider all that we've covered in this six-week study. What have been some
of the most important takeaways for you from Romans 1-37? List at least one
or two important applications of this study for your everyday life and share

them with your small group.
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12)
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In Romans 1-3, Paul references specific psalms in order to grow our
understanding of God’s righteousness. Each week of this Study Guide will
include a recommended psalm that helps us focus on the righteousness of our
great God. Set aside some time this week to read through the selected psalm
and use the prayer prompts below as your guide. We recommend praying
through this psalm on your own at home and together with your small group.
And for those looking for more passages to pray, feel free to return to Romans

1-3 and pray through those passages as well.

This Week’s Prayer Passage: Psalm 63

Read Psalm 63.
Pray through the following prompts, according to the A.C.T.S. method.

e Adoration: Praise God that he has reached down to his creatures to
be in relationship with us. Praise God because of his steadfast love
(63:3). Praise God that he is the ultimate answer to all our desires and

hopes (63:1-2, 5-8).

e Confession: Confess to God where we have tried to justify our existence in
ways that are separate from him and his will for our lives. Confess to God
where you have tried to be satisfied with something other than your

relationship with him. Confess to God where you have praised created



things when you should have been praising the Creator.

e Thanksgiving: Thank God that he has saved us! Rejoice that God
upholds us and exults us when we cling to him (63:8). Thank God for

satisfying our very souls when we reach out to him (63:1, 3, 5).

e Supplication: Ask God that we would see and understand how he is
spiritually upholding us (63:8), even when we feel crushed by the
enemy or worried about our lives. Ask God to remove the harmful

idols that we try to cling to when we need to cling to him.



